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1 . COMMITTEE I - AN ALGERIAN (ALOUANE) POLEMIC FAILED TO 
DISRUPT THE GENERALLY WORKMANLIKE PROCEEDINGS IN 

COMMITTEE I TODAY. THE HALF-HOUR INTERVENTION OPENING THE MORNING 
SESSION WAS LESS NOTEWORTHY FOR ITS CONTENT - WHICH WAS 
ANTI-WESTERN BOILERPLATE - THAN FOR THE REACTION IT 
EVOKED FROM MOST G-77 DELEGATES - WHICH WAS TO IGNORE IT. 

2. ALOUANE REJECTED PARALLEL SYSTEM PROPOSALS UNDER DIS- 
CUSSION AS A FORM OF NEO-COLONIALISM, IN WHICH A FEW 
WEALTHY COUNTRIES WOULD TAKE IT UPON THEMSELVES TO EXPLOIT 
THE SEABED IN THE INTERESTS OF ALL OF MANKIND. HIS 
COUNTRY WOULD DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER TO BLOCK THE 
PARALLEL SYSTEM AND STATE ACCESS RIGHTS TO THE SEABED. 

HE INSISTED THAT ONLY A UNITARY STSTEM WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE, 
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ADDING THAT THE FULL DISCRETIONARY POWER OF THE AUTHORITY 
AND INDIVISIBILITY OF THE SEABED WERE NON-NEGOTIABLE 
PRINCIPLES. 

3. IN AN INDIRECT REBUKE TO ALGERIA, SINGAPORE (KOH) 

AND INDIA (BHUSHAN) FOLLOWED CLOSELY ON THE HEELS OF THE 
POLEMIC WITH MODERATE-TONED STATEMENTS WHICH SOUGHT TO 
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IDENTIFY AVENUES OF ACCOMMODATION ON THE SYSTEM OF EXPLOI 
TATION. ALTHOUGH THEIRS AND OTHER G-77 INTERVENTIONS 
REFLECTED PERSISTENT AND SUBSTANTIAL DIVERGENCE WITH US POSITIONS 
ON ARTICLE 22 (SYSTEM OF EXPLOITATION), THE DEBATE CARRIED 
ON IN MAINLY CONCRETE, RATHER THAN IDEOLOGICAL, TERMS. 

THE ONLY COMMENTS SUPPORTIVE OF ALGERIA CAME LATER IN 
THE DAY FROM TANZANIA. 

4. THE DEBATE ON ARTICLE 22 CONCLUDED WITH G-77 DELEGATES 
INCLUDING THOSE OF COLOMBIA, MALAYSIA AND KENYA 
EXPRESSING PREFERENCE FOR THEIR OWN TEXT (WHICH SETS UP 
BASICALLY A UNITARY SYSTEM) BUT INDICATING WILLINGNESS TO 
CONSIDER COMPROMISE FORUMLATION S , SUCH AS THE EVENSEN 
TEXT. 

5. THE EVENSEN TEXT ON ARTICLE 23 (NON-DISCRIMINATION) 

PROVED GENERALLY NON-CONTROVERSIAL. HOWEVER, THE SOVIET 
UNION, TAKING EVERY OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE THE ANTI-MONOPOLY/ 
QUOTA ISSUE, SUGGESTED AMENDING ARTICLE 23 TO INSURE 
PARTICIPATION OF ALL SOCIAL SYSTEMS IN MINING. CZECHO- 
SLOVAKIA, SPEAKING FOR LAND-LOCKED COUNTRIES (LL/GDS), 

ALSO PROPOSES SPECIAL CONSIDERATION FOR DEVELOPING LL/GDS. 

6. IN THE FIRST EVENING SESSION, THE GROUP DISCUSSED 
OPERATIONAL PROVISIONS OF THE EXPLOITATION SYSTEM, CON 
TAINED IN ANNEX 1. MEXICO (CASTENEDA) PROPOSED A NEW 
PROVISION WHICH WOULD GIVE THE AUTHORITY DISCRETION TO 
REQUIRE A PRO V ATE CONTRACTOR TO ENTER A JOINT VENTURE 
WITH THE ENTERPRISE ON A RESERVED SITE, A A CONDITION 
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FOR DIRECT ACCESS TO THE CORRESPONDING NON-RESERVED 
SITE. CASTANEDA ASSERTED THAT HIS PROPOSAL WOULD INSURE 
A VIABLE ENTERPRISE AND BALANCED PRODUCTION ON BOTH 
SIDES OF THE PARALLEL SYSTEM. IT WOULD ALSO PROMOTE 
EVENTUAL CONVERGENCE INTO A UNITARY SYSTEM, HE SAID. 

7. MEANWHILE, COMMITTEE I CHAIRMAN ENGO HAS REMAINED IN 
THE BACKGROUND, BUT HE IS MAKING WIDE-RANGING PRIVATE 
CONTACTS, AND THERE IS UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HOW HE WILL 
HANDLE A REVISED EVENSEN TEXT WHEN IT IS PRESENTED TO 
HIM NEXT WEEK. ENGO IS SAID TO BE PRIVATELY ENCOURAGING 
THE IDEA OF A UNITARY JOINT VENTURE SYSTEM, IN CONTRAST 
TO THE BASICALLY PARALLEL SYSTEM THAT IS THE FOCUS OF 
THE EVENSEN WORKING GROUP. IF TRUE, IT WOULD BE AN 
IRONIC TURNAROUND FOR ENGO, WHO WAS CRITICIZED BY HIS 
G-77 COLLEAGUES FOR ENSHRINING THE PARALLEL SYSTEM IN THE 
RSNT LAST YEAR. 

YOUNG 
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